
 
 

 
The Botswana-Baylor Children’s Centre of Excellence  

 
The Centre of Excellence is the principal treatment centre for children living with HIV in 
Botswana and the first of its kind on the African continent.  Located on the Princess 
Marina Hospital site in Gaborone, the Centre is a partnership between the Government of 
Botswana and the Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, Texas.  Since it opened in July 
2003, the number of children receiving treatment grows daily and currently exceeds 
1,400.  The Centre’s main activities include provision of highly active antiretroviral therapy 
(ART) to over 1,200 children as part of the National ARV programme, an HIV screening clinic 
that sees up to 30-40 children a day, clinical studies aimed at optimising the care and 
treatment of HIV-infected children and community outreach and social programmes 
initially targeting approximately 1,000 orphans and vulnerable children in three 
disadvantaged areas close to Gaborone. 

 
The Baylor International Paediatric AIDS Initiative (BIPAI) Network 
 
The Centre of Excellence in Botswana is part of the BIPAI Network of similar centres in 
Africa (6), Eastern Europe and Asia, providing antiretroviral therapy to almost 3,500 HIV-
infected children and families.  Other centres in Southern Africa have been established in 
Lesotho and Swaziland, with a further centre due to open later this year in Malawi.  

 
Partnership with Skillshare 
 
BIPAI and Skillshare International have been 
working together since March 2005.  
Funded through our PPA with DFID, 
Skillshare International development worker 
Alan Pattison was placed as Fundraising 
Co-ordinator at the Centre in Gaborone 
and for the BIPAI network in Southern Africa, 
concentrating initially on Botswana and 
then subsequently on Lesotho and 
Swaziland as those centres opened later in 
2005.   
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Alan and his wife Robyn work with village 
communities affected by HIV/AIDS. 


